The news from the Core Group  - Thursday the 5th June 2008
Coalfields Regeneration Trust
The funding application that was submitted to the Coalfields Regeneration Trust has reached the final appraisal stage. A decision will be made in July 2008 and, if successful, the funding will commence in August.
Former bingo hall in Ollerton
A new planning application has been submitted in respect of the former bingo hall in Ollerton. The application is to demolish the building and replace it with flats and retail units. There is no provision for any public car parking space in the proposals.

Improvement scheme for Ollerton roundabout
The County Council has written to ODEF with details of the proposed improvements to Ollerton roundabout. An alternative option has been considered which involved a signalised roundabout but this has now been rejected. The proposal will result in an enlarged roundabout that is more suited to the semi rural location and is likely to be less intrusive on the local landscape. Completion is set for 2011.

Newark and Sherwood LSP
The review of the Local Strategic Partnership in Newark and Sherwood has been completed and some changes to the structure are likely to be implemented in the future. These changes may affect ODEF as a partner in the LSP and many of the existing Issue Groups, where ODEF is represented, are undergoing a transformation. Some of the Issue Groups are being disbanded completely. There is also a proposal to ensure there is a better geographical representation on the LSP Board from the Ollerton and Southwell areas. The final structure will be known shortly.

St George’s Day celebrations

There will be another St George’s Day celebration in 2009 and the first planning meetings are already taking place.

Employment Service
The Employment Support Service is continuing and is well used by jobseekers. The Service will be strengthened if the funding application to the Coalfields Regeneration Trust is successful.

Transport Action Team
The Transport Action Team held a meeting on 3 June 2008 and it was agreed that ODEF should put forward a proposal for a southern by-pass for Ollerton. A preliminary scheme was presented to the Core Group and it was agreed that the scheme should be submitted to the local planning authority for consideration for inclusion in the new Local Development Framework. The Action Team also discussed the situation that has arisen on Petersmith Drive where street parking has resulted in the suspension of the local bus service in operation there. The Action Team has alerted the District Council of the problem.

Tourism Action Team
The Tourism Action Team is hoping to issue a revised and updated version of the local walk known as the Story of the Sandlands. ODEF has submitted a funding application to the County Council to assist with printing and associated costs. A decision on the funding is expected in July. A new edition of the ODEF visitor guide is currently being produced for launching later in the year.

ODEF Forum meetings
The next ODEF Forum meeting will take place on 3 July 2008 following the annual general meeting. 

Eco Shop
Building work on the Eco Shop is completed which means that the shop is now starting to build up its stocks and displaying information about local products and suppliers. Leaflets and publications are also being gathered for availability from the Eco Shop.

Education and Training Service

ODEF in conjunction with Eco-Logic has commenced delivering the Living Naturally environmental training courses. There are still places to be filled on the courses.

